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CELEBRATING THE STRENGTH OF HIGHLAND BUSINESSCELEBRATING THE STRENGTH OF HIGHLAND BUSINESS
Inverness Chamber of Commerce looks ahead to the premier evening of  Inverness Chamber of Commerce looks ahead to the premier evening of  

the Highland business calendar. Find out what’s in store…the Highland business calendar. Find out what’s in store…



Tand 2026 is shaping up to be another standout year.

I’m delighted that this year’s keynote speaker is Phil Spencer. Known to many for 

takeaways from the long-running television programmes we know him so well for – 
 and Love It or List It – with his long-time presenting and 

Their work across the Highlands provides vital support to individuals and helps build 

and make a tangible difference.

promises to be a memorable night.
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HIGHLAND BUSINESS DINNER 2026:HIGHLAND BUSINESS DINNER 2026: 
A NIGHT TO CONNECT, CELEBRATE 
AND LOOK FORWARD

RASASH CEO, Romy Rehfeld

As a local charity working across the Highland 

challenges faced by businesses – from rising costs 
to recruitment and connectivity barriers. But we 

mindset and commitment to our communities.

Our partnership with Inverness Chamber of 

this support enables us to continue delivering 
essential services across the region.

At the heart of our work is specialist emotional support and 
advocacy for anyone aged 13+ affected by sexual violence. 

vital topic.

With new legal duties on employers to prevent sexual harassment 

respond in a way that is both practical and grounded in real experiences across the 
Highlands.

Principal Sponsors Speaker Sponsor
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industry news

cornerstone of our Highland economy. But as we navigate 

of recalibration across the sector.

that the industry is moving away from the era of unchecked 

economic climate. The challenge now is to maintain the 
allure of the Highlands while managing the overheads and 
operational realities that even the biggest players are facing.
This reset offers an opportunity for innovation. As large-scale 

The future of Highland tourism lies in dispersal – directing 

and outdoor operators.

engagement. Whether it is through digital integration 

remains the same: to turn a simple visit into a lasting 
memory. By focusing on sustainability and community-led 

Highland whisky industry remains as resilient and storied as 
the spirit itself.

the glass. We pride ourselves on bridging the gap between 

every corner of the globe to experience the true heart of our 

connection to the Highlands we call home.

Beyond the Dram: The Future of 
Highland Whisky Tourism

Building resilient services by  
protecting the people behind them

Oxygen Works Team with Gordon Buchanan at Highland Business Dinner 2023.

Leigh Ann Little – Oxygen Works.

Gavin Nicholson – Beyond the Dram.

Across the health and charity sectors there is an extraordinary commitment from 
the people who show up every day to support others. In many organisations that 

and demand for services continues to grow.

That dedication is something to be celebrated. It also brings a responsibility for 
those in leadership roles. When services rely too heavily on goodwill and personal 

possible.

that people living with 
neurological and complex 
health conditions continue 
to access therapies and 
support that help them live 
their best lives.

management team made 

introduce one non-
operational day each week. 
This temporary change 
allows us to protect the 
wellbeing of our team while 
creating space to strengthen 
the organisation behind the 
services we deliver.

The time will be used to 

months so we can grow our capacity and rebuild with a workforce operating within a 
more sustainable pace.

This decision is not about reducing ambition or stepping back from our mission. It is 

communities we support.

internally as well as externally. Protecting the people behind our services is not about 
stepping back from growth or ambition. It is about creating the conditions where both 
our people and our services can thrive.
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industry news

Cobbs reappointed for 

GIFT SHOP

Elaine Macleod.

A team of local staff will continue welcoming visitors to the Port of Cromarty Firth after 
Highland business Cobbs was reappointed to run the sole retail outlet at the Invergordon 
Service Base.

being encouraged to explore the town and wider area.

thousands of passengers that arrive at the port every year.

a local team makes a real difference. We’ve built the shop up over the last few years by 

Invergordon – which has plenty to offer as we want visitors to make the most of their 
day here.”
Cobbs’ plans for the gift shop include a comprehensive selection of Scottish brands and 

Firth and local makers. The shop also holds an alcohol licence to showcase local and 

going to charity.

option to extend for a third year. It continues the relationship established between the 
trust port and Cobbs in 2019.

Invergordon has been a key port of 
call for the cruise industry for almost 
50 years. The industry has grown steadily 
and now contributes millions of pounds 
to Highland businesses and communities 
every year.

arrive on 6 April.
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MEMBERS’ NEWS| 

01 The HMP Highland Project

continues to deliver strong and meaningful 
social value for the local community. 

475 volunteering hours. We are also proud to have 

development – continuing our focus on helping 
individuals to gain practical experience and secure 
employment with Balfour Beatty and their supply 
chain partners.

Construction of the new prison is progressing steadily. 

landscaping works are scheduled to begin in late spring.

is on track to create more than 75 new employment 
opportunities across a wide range of roles.

open day in April to learn more about careers with us. 

01

HMP Highland.

02
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|MEMBERS’ NEWS

02 Caledonia Dallas 
Strengthens Scottish Presence 
as Part of Strategic Expansion

Independent insurance broking and risk 

has strengthened its Scottish operations with two new 
appointments and a promotion.

Commercial and Accelerant. She will oversee insurer 

placements and broking teams. 

team. Steven will focus on developing trusted client 
relationships and delivering insurance solutions with a 
customer-centric approach.

Account Executive. Since starting in commercial 

secure competitive terms. 

existing commercial contracts and ensure we are well 
placed to continue our growth with the right people and 
the right expertise.”

03 Parklands to Invest £18 Million 
Expanding Care Provision

Parklands Care Homes is set to make 
its largest-ever investment in care 
provision across the north and north-

home in Turriff (pictured). The £13 million development 

by 2028.
The Turriff home will follow the model of Parklands’ 

2027 as Parklands’ 14th care home and second in 
Aberdeenshire.

Way in Huntly.

sustainable care within local communities. With more than 
30 years’ experience caring for older people in remote 

to stay close to family and friends while receiving the care 
they need.”

04
Inverness IT Company Rebrands 
as WePurpose 

Inverness-based IT company The 
Apprentice Store has rebranded 
as WePurpose as it marks its tenth 

anniversary this year. The organisation provides managed 

services to businesses and charities across the UK. 

The rebrand introduces a new WePurpose group structure 

Technology will operate as the commercial IT services 
company delivering professional technology solutions 

focusing on creating employment pathways for people who 

organisation to grow the business and expand its impact.

over the years the organisation has successfully employed 

carve out very successful careers in the IT industry. 

The organisation hosts its annual WePurpose Supporter 

supporting more than one week of an apprentice’s salary. 

03

Parklands Care Homes’ proposed Turriff Care Home.
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m o v e r s
&shakers

Macleod & MacCallum

with effect from 1st April 2026. 

for the huge contribution he has made to the Company and for his role in 

with Macleod & MacCallum.”

Orion Group is pleased 
to welcome two of 
their newest members, 
Ross Draper and 
Dan Woodward

with him a diverse background in 

in football!

mission support to the Typhoon 

supporting global operations.

Aidan Grant.

Claire Gill – Waste Services Supervisor, 
Pat Munro Waste

demonstrates how dedication and local opportunities can lead to rewarding careers.

Claire Gill.
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MEET THE MEMBER
Belladrum Tartan Heart Festival

Belladrum Festival is a family-friendly music and arts event held each 
summer on the Belladrum Estate, just outside Inverness. Now in its 
22nd year, it has grown from a small gathering into one of Scotland’s 
best-loved festivals, welcoming tens of thousands of people to the 
Highlands each summer.

workshops to children’s activities and wellbeing spaces. There’s an impressive 14 stages 
on site! This diverse offering has helped shape Belladrum’s reputation as a festival that 

communications.

on board as one of our partners as we prepare for the 2026 festival.

or businesses. We’re proud to be part of the Highland business community and look 
forward to continuing to work alongside local partners as we plan for the future.

another incredible weekend that celebrates both global music and the incredible talent 
we have here on our doorstep.”

we’d love to hear from you.
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From its base on the Isle of Skye, R.HOUSE has developed a distinctive approach to delivering homes 
for rural Scotland – bringing architecture, manufacturing and construction together within one 
integrated business. Specialising in off-site prefabricated timber housing, the company designs and 
builds sustainable homes across the Highlands and Islands for private clients, community groups and 
development partners.

construction to the delivery of a fully completed home.

programme and delivery.”

structure can be erected rapidly.

Highland weather.”

solutions for rural communities.

MEET THE MEMBER

Kirsty MacKinnon. 
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MEET THE MEMBER
Trees for Life

Catherine Faulkner, Senior Fundraising Manager

landscapes and support a more resilient future.

always keen to explore collaborations with like-minded organisations. As members of the 

opportunities to share ideas and build meaningful connections.

on what turned out to be a beautifully sunny day.
We were also proud to be the Chamber’s designated charity partner during Highland 

local businesses and share more about our work.

recognising the value of working with charities like Trees for Life to contribute to nature 

businesses to demonstrate meaningful environmental and social impact.

Engaging staff through volunteering and team away days is another powerful way to 

forward to welcoming more businesses to Dundreggan over the coming year as 
we continue working together to restore the Highlands’ natural heritage.

please contact Catherine Faulkner – partnerships@treesforlife.org.uk

Stephen Couling & Catherine Faulkner (Trees for Life) with a member.
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ABM Orkney Ltd
Financial Services
www.abmorkney.com
01856 881082

Accord Business Solutions
Creative Digital & Tech
www.accordsolutions.tech
01463 218555

Adventra Ltd
Tourism/Logistics
www.adventra.co.uk
03333 660880

07539 352832

CBRE Managed Services Ltd
Commercial Property
www.cbre.co.uk
01224 219000

Clockstudio
Creative/Design
www.clockstudio.co.uk
01542 841111

Dynam
Creative Digital & Tech
www.dynam.co.uk
01463 233692

Equally Placed Ltd
Recruitment
www.equallyplaced.com
07377 503715

Fiddes Plant and Crane Training
Training

07729 132772

Howden Insurance Brokers
Financial Services
www.howdeninsurance.co.uk
01343 611700

Inverness Whisky Tours
Hospitality/Tourism/Leisure
www.invernesswhiskytours.com
04479 21912092

MacGregors Hospitality
Hospitality/Tourism/Leisure
www.macgregorsbars.com
01463 719629

MRS Training and Rescue
Training
www.mrsl.co.uk
01224 702182

Oil & Vinegar
Wholesale/Retail
www.oilvinegar.co.uk
01463 240073

Plan Ahead Design
Architects
www.planaheaddesign.com
07746 707683

Pure Lubrication Ltd
Wholesale
www.purelubrication.co.uk
01463 572363

Quensh Specialists Limited
HR Services
www.quenshspecialists.co.uk
01358 788094

Rowan Guesthouse Group Ltd
Hospitality/Tourism/Leisure
www.ardrossglencairn.co.uk
01463 232965

Scotguard Ltd
Security
www.scotguard.org
08002 465323

Teoma Ltd
ICT/AI/Data Management
www.teomaprojects.com
07827 240033

THE BUSINESS
Marketing & PR
www.thebusiness.scot
07748 678191

The Dram Caddy
Hospitality/Tourism/Leisure
www.dramcaddy.com/
07880 311817

The Grand Whisky Auction
Auctioneers
www.thegrandwhiskyauction.com
01463 210427

Trojan Crates Ltd
Manufacturing
www.trojancrates.co.uk
01224 893311

United Infrastructure
Engineering
www.unitedinfrastructure.com
01322 665522

Vinje UK Ltd
Renewable Energy
www.vinjeindustri.no/en
07718 496991

Welcome to new members

Inverness Chamber 
EXECUTIVE PARTNERS 

Inverness Chamber gratefully acknowledges the support of its Executive Partners:

Inverness Chamber of Commerce

Connecting
Supporting

Representing
 

 
membership@inverness-chamber.co.uk

Gold Partners:

Platinum Partners:

Inverness Chamber Executive Partners give extra support to enable the Chamber to play a full part in the economic development of the area. 
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